
YOUR VIEWS?
We welcome your participation in these pages,

whether in letters for the “Readers Write” section or
commentaries for the “Opinion Exchange” page.

The best way to contribute is through the “Submit 
a letter or commentary” link on our website, at www.
startribune.com/opinion. You can also submit by
e-mail to opinion@startribune.com.

Submissions must be exclusive to us in Minnesota.
All must include the writer’s real, legal name, address,
occupation and phone numbers. Letters and rebuttals
become the property of the Star Tribune and may be
republished in any format. Letters should be brief, up 
to 250 words. Articles should be fewer than 700 words.

This week’s furor over the skyrocketing cost of the EpiPen — a life-
saving shot for those with severe food and bee-sting allergies — brought
to mind the results of an 18-month investigation trumpeted late last year 
by two senior U.S. senators.

“Wyden-Grassley  Sovaldi Investigation Finds Revenue-Driven Pric-
ing Strategy Behind $84,000 Hepatitis Drug,’’ read the news release
issued by Sens. Ron Wyden, D-Ore., and Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, who 
are members of the Senate Finance Committee. The concept that a big 
pharmaceutical company — in this case, So valdi’s manufacturer, Gilead 
Sciences — was “maximizing revenue” apparently came as a shock to
these two health care policymakers. 

It’s remarkable it took a year and a half to reach this conclusion. The 
pharmaceutical industry regularly ranks among the world’s most profit-
able, with the largest firms reliably posting double-digit margins. In 2013, 
for example, Pfizer Inc. reported a staggering 42 percent profit. Access
and affordability have long been low-priority items on a CEO’s agenda.

So the newly revealed price-gouging by EpiPen manufacturer Mylan 
Inc., and the greed from its politically connected CEO Heather Bresch, 
is contemptible but not surprising. For the quarter-century that this
nation has debated health care reform, there’s been widespread consen-
sus not only around “market-driven health care” but the need to protect 
drugmakers’ profits in the name of innovation. Bresch is the daughter 
of Sen. Joe Manchin, D-W.Va. 

The result: a system that encourages drugmakers to set prices at what-
ever the American market bears. “In contrast with most other countries,
the United States does not employ a form of drug price regulation to con-
trol spending on pharmaceuticals,’’ according to a 2010 American Jour-
nal of Public Health article. Instead, the government protects a brand-
name drug’s market exclusivity against generic competitors. It also  fails 
to wield its immense purchasing power, such as by negotiating lower 
drug prices through the Medicare program for seniors.

Predictably, Americans’ per capita spending on prescription drugs 
exceeds the rest of the world’s, according to an Aug. 23 article in the Jour-
nal of the American Medical Association. On average, the “list prices for 
the top 20 highest-revenue-grossing drugs ... are 3 times greater in the
United States than the United Kingdom,’’ the authors noted. 

Is it any wonder that the $500 increase in EpiPen pricing followed
last year’s scandal: the price hike masterminded by “Pharma Bro” Mar-
tin Shkreli for a drug often taken by AIDS patients. Without change, 
another scandal will erupt next year. Consumers with high-deductible 
health insurance or no insurance will again feel the pinch. Taxpayer-
funded health care programs also will continue to pay top dollar and
continue to strain government budgets.

As with anything in health care, fixes are complex. U.S. Sen. Amy 
Klobuchar has smartly called for the Federal Trade Commission to inves-
tigate  potential activity by Mylan to limit EpiPen competition. The Min-
nesota Democrat also merits praise for two long-standing pushes: leg-
islation that would allow Americans to import lower-cost drugs from 
Canada and another bill that would speed generic versions of brand-
name drugs to market. 

Those measures have lingered in congressional limbo due in part to 
the pharmaceutical industry’s lobbying might. But reluctance is also tied 
to a valid need to protect innovation. Developing new drugs and bring-
ing them to market does indeed require massive amounts of money. The
profit incentive encourages companies to take the associated risks.

Still, some academic analyses dispute that today’s sky-high drug prices
are justified by research costs. Mylan, for example, appears to have pri-
oritized payouts for Bresch and other executives as profits rolled in from
the old but reliable drug used in EpiPens. Policymakers calling for solu-
tions after the EpiPen outrage are to be commended, but they also need 
to strike a very careful balance. 

EpiPen price gouging 
shouldn’t surprise

In an Aug. 19 editorial counterpoint (“The ‘tran-
sit impasse,’ truth be told, has Minneapolis act-
ing like a brat”), Fritz Knaak says that “rail advo-
cates have been unable to point to any measurable 
impact on congestion in the metro area as the result
of the billions already being spent on rail … .”

This is, of course, an all-too-effective diversion 
from the true value and purpose of light rail. As has
been proven, it is impossible to eliminate traffic
congestion by building more freeway lanes, and it 
is probably impossible to do it by building transit. 
Despite alternatives, a seemingly endless number 
of people will insist on driving despite high levels 
of inconvenience. Even if “build, baby, build” did 
work, the metro area may be approaching a traf-
fic volume limit because housing, businesses and 
other valuable infrastructure are in the way of road
expansion. An example (among many) is the Lowry
Hill Tunnel, causing backups stretching from Inter-
state 94 onto I-394 and I35-W almost continually.

The value in light rail is that it facilitates a new 
kind of population growth less dependent on driv-
ing. The proof Knaak demands to support transit
is the recent astounding increase in quality high-
density housing construction near rail lines. If that 
housing and a lifestyle adjustment doesn’t appeal
to every car commuter backed up now, it will to
some and to many new Twin Citians who will bring
middle-class growth and vitality to the metro and
state. The even-greater-than-expected light-rail
ridership figures (more real proof for Knaak) indi-
cate that transit is filling a need. Business support
for rail transit is another reason Republicans like 
Knaak should change to a more constructive stance.

D.C. SMITH, Minneapolis
• • •

The two Aug. 24 Opinion Exchange articles about 
light rail represented unsuccessful attempts to solve
21st-century transportation problems with 19th-
century technology and 1930s political thinking.
Apparently, our political and public elite think Min-
nesota’s transportation and economic challenges
will be solved with $1.9 billion spent on technology
that will quickly become outdated, inflexible, and
very expensive to maintain and operate. In fewer
than 30 to 35 years, we will be debating proposals to
pave over light-rail tracks, converting them to high-
occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes used by smaller 
and more flexible driverless electric and hybrid
vehicles. The  House is right in refusing to allow our
transportation dollars to be wasted by those who
have very narrow political and social-engineering
ulterior motives to the detriment of citizens living
outside the Minneapolis-St. Paul city limits.

STEPHEN KANIA, Crystal
• • •

I have been following the Southwest project
for a long time, have attended countless public
meetings, have read numerous reports, and have
talked to many local officials and residents along 
the proposed route. I support the line but under-
stand the legitimate concerns people have. All large
transportation projects are disruptive, and we need
to listen to those being affected, understand their 
viewpoints and address concerns where possible.

However, I do want to correct a frequent mis-
leading complaint, most recently put forward by an 
Aug. 25 letter writer who states that “prime urban 
parkland” should not be disturbed for light rail.
What he fails to mention is that this “urban park-
land” is in fact an active freight-rail line and has
been since before people have been living next to
it, before Lake of the Isles as we know it existed and
before anyone had even considered putting a park
in the area. The corridor was purchased by Henne-
pin County for the express purpose of using it for 
rail transit. Signs have been posted to that effect for 
decades. As recently as the early 1980s, there was a 
very large freight-rail yard right in the corridor. St. 
Louis Avenue is named for the railroad company 
that built the corridor, and Depot Street recalls

that passenger rail, too, traveled through this area.
I support maintaining a “parklike” atmosphere 

for cyclists and pedestrians. But let’s not cheapen 
that discussion with easily discredited claims.

DAVID GREENE, Minneapolis

E P I P E N  P R I C E  H I K E

No lipstick on this pig
Mylan doesn’t believe that raising the price of 

EpiPens 600 percent causes problems. The com-
pany is providing $300 rebate vouchers for those 
who have to pay the entire price themselves. Mylan
says that insurance companies pick up the price for 
the rest of us, so we shouldn’t worry about steep 
increases in prices. Well, we all pay the price in
higher insurance costs. Insurance companies will 
pass that extra cost on via higher premiums and
higher deductibles. That’s part of why insurance 
costs are so out of control. Mylan and other compa-
nies like it believe it’s a victimless crime when they 
raise rates astronomically. In the finance world,
that’s called usury. In my world, I call it gouging.

BARBARA BURKEY, Roseville

O LY M P I C  AT H L E T E S

Tax break? I call foul
State Rep. Pat Garofalo, R-Farmington, plans to

introduce a bill to exempt our Olympic athletes
from income taxes on the money they earn partici-
pating in the Games. The last I checked, being an 
Olympic athlete is completely voluntary. Yes, they 
represent the U.S., but also themselves. If success-
ful, they can almost certainly expect to be rewarded
with accolades and endorsement money. They do 
not nor should they be given special tax breaks.

I was drafted at the height of the Vietnam War 
as a private (not a volunteer), earned a whopping 
$99 a month and had to pay income taxes. I and
millions of other draftees brought great credit upon
ourselves and the U.S. government. But we still had 
to pay our taxes. No special treatment for Olym-
pic athletes. Their service is no greater than mine.

JOHN DEBBY, Minnetonka

T R A D E  A N D  I M M I G R AT I O N

Sorry, but we know Trump
Michael Printy Arthur needed just one more 

small piece of research for his Aug. 25 article on
why progressives who want to help Mexico’s “least
fortunate” should consider Donald Trump. Ironi-
cally, Arthur writes in what he thinks is a clever 
close to his piece: “Instead of waving a Mexican
flag outside the next Trump rally in protest, they’ll 
wave it inside the rally in support.” Several people 
who have done that very thing have been thrown 
out of Trump rallies with Trumpers shoving them, 
screaming racist epithets and spitting at them.

The Trumpers know where Trump stands on all
issues Mexican. He’s made it a pillar of his cam-
paign since the day he announced his candidacy.

KEVIN DRISCOLL, St. Paul

L I G H T  R A I L

With balance, win outstate support
Those who wildly support Gov. Mark Dayton’s obsession with Southwest light rail

would like to blame opposition on the House majority. But consider other rail issues for
perspective. “Zip Rail” — a high-speed line between the Twin Cities and Rochester — also
was opposed, especially in Goodhue County, where it would have sliced through farm
country without even stopping. The project died under a blizzard of grass-roots opposi-
tion. We hear stories that many NIMBY people in upscale neighborhoods around Lake of
the Isles also violently resist Southwest light rail and its high cost.

Dakota County opted not to have any uneconomical light rail but has opted for the
Cedar Avenue busway public-transit alternative. Also consider that a recent $42 million
rail upgrade from Northfield in Rice County to Randolph in Dakota County serves a new 
unit train grain loading facility. An 11-mile rebuild of the railroad north from Randolph 
to the Pine Bend refinery could create a nearly straight rail route from Owatonna to
Northfield, Randoph, Pine Bend and on to St Paul. Such enhancements of existing rails
to support light-rail passenger service and freight service that supports job growth could
well attract Republican support in the Legislature from outstate.

Meanwhile, it is clearly entirely the intransigence of Dayton and the DFL Senate 
majority holding a bonding session hostage to pouring money into a Southwest line that
gives no benefits to citizens outstate is a problem that will not help the DFL on Nov. 8.

DOUG JONES, Nerstrand, Minn.
• • •
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Editorials
Editorials represent the institutional voice of the Star Tribune.
They are researched and written by the Editorial Department,

which is independent of the newsroom.

OTHER VIEWS
EXCERPTED FROM EDITORIALS AROUND THE NATION

G I U L I A N I ’ S  S I C K  AT TA C K
There’s no real evidence Clinton is ill

We are a little worried about Rudy
Giuliani, the Republican former mayor 
of New York. Is “America’s mayor” OK?

During his 15-minute speech at
the GOP convention last month in
Cleveland, it was notable that when he
said Donald Trump loves “all people,
from the top to the bottom,” Giuliani
animatedly gestured toward his knees
as he said “top” and above his head
as he said “bottom.” Also, why did he
say that he and his wife, Judith, have 
been friends with Trump for 30 years,
though he met his wife in 1999, only 
17 years ago?

Also — we’re noting this purely 
out of concern — during his speech
he often licked his lips, indicating dry
mouth, which, according to the Mayo
Clinic, can be a symptom of nerve dam-
age, stroke or Alzheimer’s disease. At 
the end of his address, beads of sweat 
were visible on his pâté — did that not
suggest heart disease?

Giuliani is just 72, but he seemed
slightly stooped as he walked to the
lectern, where his wide stance made
us wonder if he’s unsteady on his feet.

Then there was his slurred diction, as 
when he referred to “justified” police
shootings and Syrian “refyoongees.”
More evidence of a stroke?

Yes, all of the above is ludicrous — as
ludicrous as Giuliani’s own loathsome
smears and innuendo about Hillary
Clinton’s health, which follow Trump’s.
In recent days, indulging a grudge he
has evidently held for years, he has 
urged people to watch internet videos
that purport to prove Clinton is ill.

Of course, Giuliani hasn’t a speck
of evidence for his blather, a damning
fact considering he was once a federal
prosecutor, and proof positive of his
impaired character, if not health.

Unfortunately, Trump, 70, has taken
the same nondisclosure stance on his
health records as he has on his taxes,
asserting there is nothing to hide while 
hiding everything. Clinton, by contrast,
has released some test results, which,
as far as they go, indicate good health.

That hasn’t stopped Giuliani from
trading in scurrilous and debunked
theories about the Democratic candi-
date. Come to think of it, he should see
a doctor.

FROM AN EDITORIAL
 IN THE WASHINGTON POST
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The 
editorial 
page
The Editorial Board is 
committed to hosting a 
civil and informed debate 
on the issues that mat-
ter most to the Star Tri-
bune’s readers.

One of the ways we get 
the conversation started 
is to provide our own 
views in the form of edi-
torials, which represent 
the institutional view of 
the Star Tribune. 

Editorial Board mem-
bers offer their ideas at 
regular staff meetings. 
Some of those ideas 
come in response to 
news coverage, while 
others may come from 
sources they’ve devel-
oped in their areas of 
expertise or from one 
of the many meetings 
the board holds with 
community leaders, 
politicians, government 
officials and citizens’ 
groups.

Board members dis-
cuss whether topics are 
worthy, how the edito-
rial might be argued 
and what reporting will 
be needed to develop 
an informed opinion. 
There’s sometimes dis-
agreement about the 
direction an editorial 
should take, and in those 
cases, the editorial page 
editor makes the call. 

In most cases, the 
board reaches a con-
sensus on the opinion, 
and a board member is 
assigned to do additional 
reporting and writing. 

Editorials do not 
have a byline or credit 
line because the author 
writes on behalf of the 
board and may or may 
not agree in full with the 
opinion expressed. 

The Editorial Board 
operates independently 
from the newsroom, 
meaning that news 
reporters and editors are 
not involved in determin-
ing the board’s positions. 
At election time, for 
example, newsroom staff 
members learn about the 
board’s endorsements 
at the same time readers 
do — when they’re pub-
lished.

The best editorials 
make a difference in the 
community by provok-
ing a healthy debate and 
by influencing public 
affairs in ways the Edito-
rial Board believes will 
benefit Minnesotans 
today and in the future. 
It’s a responsibility we 
take seriously, knowing 
that ultimately our read-
ers will determine if our 
opinions are valuable. 

A readers’ guide  
An inside look at our work and how you can contribute.

M A S T H E A D

1 In addition to a brief 
explanation of the 

role of the Editorial 
Department, here you’ll 
find the names of the Star 
Tribune’s publisher and 
CEO and of the editorial 
page editor. 

E D I T O R I A L S

2 These represent the 
institutional voice 

of the Star Tribune. 
They are researched and 
written by the Editorial 
Department, which 
is independent of the 
newsroom. At election 
time, the Editorial Board 
makes endorsements in 
key races after examining 
credentials and 
conducting interviews 
with candidates.

R E A D E R S  W R I T E

3 The Star Tribune 
publishes roughly 

six to eight letters to the 
editor under the “Readers 
Write” banner each day. 
These are selected from 
among the hundreds 
received each week, 
depending on what’s in 
the news. 

In making selections 
for Readers Write, we 
have three main goals: 
to add insight to public 
discussions; to reflect the 
balance of what readers 
are saying, in the propor-
tion they’re saying it, and 
to offer compilations that 
are engaging, even enter-
taining, to read. 

A letter stands a better 
chance of publication if 
it adheres to the length 
guidelines of 250 words at 
most. It’s helpful if a letter 
addresses a timely topic 
or a perennial issue from 
a fresh perspective. 

You can send letters 
by e-mail to opinion@
startribune.com,  or you 
can click on the “Submit 
a letter or commentary” 
link at startribune.com/
opinion.  Letters sent by 
post are considered but 
can be at a disadvantage 
in terms of immediacy. 
They should be mailed to 
Letters to the Editor, Star 
Tribune Building, 650 3rd 
Av. S., Suite 1300, Minne-
apolis, MN 55488.

If we publish your let-
ter, we’ll print your name 
and city as attribution. 
Occupational information 
is sometimes included if 
it’s relevant to the topic.

O T H E R  V I E W S 

4 These pieces typically 
are excerpts of 

editorials from the 
Washington Post, New 
York Times, Los Angeles 
Times and more, as well as 
regional news outlets such 
as the St. Cloud Times.

Social media
Get the latest links to  cartoons from 
Pulitzer Prize-winner Steve Sack as well as 
editorials and commentary by following 
@StribOpinion on Twitter. Or you can like 

Star Tribune Opinion at facebook.com/StribOpinion. 
Also look for StribOpinion on Instagram and Pinterest.

Podcast
Listen to our weekly “Playing Politics” podcast, 
produced in collaboration with WCCO Radio, 
for in-depth analysis of public affairs in 
Minnesota. Co-hosts John Williams from 
WCCO and John Rash from the Star Tribune 

are joined by members of the Star Tribune Editorial Board 
in a timely, opinionated discussion of the political news 
of the week. You’ll find current and archived podcasts at 
startribune.com/playingpolitics, and you can subscribe 
through iTunes and Google Play.

Pulitzer Prize-winning cartoonist Steve Sack has enter-
tained, informed and provoked Star Tribune opinion 
section readers since 1981. 

Steve’s style is unique, and his point of view is clear. 
He can be laugh-out-loud funny one day and sadly 
reflective the next. He typically does five cartoons a 
week, and his year-end “Best of Sack” remains one of 
our most popular annual features.

On days when Steve’s work does not appear, the Star 
Tribune chooses from a variety of nationally syndicated 
cartoons.

Steve is, first and foremost, a journalist, and he takes 
his craft seriously. He reads and watches the news with 
the eye of a reporter, and his cartoons reflect his thor-
ough understanding of complex people and issues. Even 
those who disagree with Steve’s take often admit to 
being loyal followers. Steve’s many honors include win-
ning the 2013 Pulitzer in editorial cartooning, and being 
a Pulitzer finalist in 2004 and again in 2016.

Cartoons
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